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NC town calls itself a ‘Bee City’ but HOA says
backyard hives must go

BY SUSIE WEBB
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Dawn Reid lives in a designated Bee City — where the mayor himself is a beekeeper
— but a recent conflict with a neighbor has prompted the HOA of her Matthews
neighborhood to threaten to oust her three backyard beehives.

Reid has lived in Matthew’s Pleasant Ridge community for eight years. Three years
ago, she decided to invest in some hives after attending bee school through the
Mecklenburg County Beekeepers Association.
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Small-scale beekeepers can help boost the dying bee population that is critical for
agriculture in the state. Bees help pollinate the fruits and vegetables that make up a
third of the food we eat, according to the N.C. Department of Agriculture website.

Still Reid’s HOA says her beehives violates neighborhood rules.

Prior to purchasing her hives, Reid said she talked to her neighbors — at first, there
weren’t any problems.

Then, a new set of neighbors moved in next door two years ago. Earlier this month,
her neighbor filed a complaint to the homeowner’s association saying the bees were
a “huge concern” and requesting that they be removed.

Reid estimates that she has about 180,000 bees, but the exact bee count varies.

Her neighbor, in the HOA complaint, blames a swarm of the bees for stinging her
puppy and says that bees have been getting into the pool the family installed at the
start of the pandemic. Two members of their family are highly allergic to bees, the
neighbor told the HOA.

Reid reached out to an apiary inspector from the N.C. Department of Agriculture
after she was informed that the puppy was stung.

The apiary inspector, Nancy Ruppert, took samples of Reid’s bees to see if any were
Africanized — a type of bee that is much more aggressive than typical honeybees.
None were, Ruppert said in an interview with The Charlotte Observer last week.

Ruppert said it was possible that Reid’s bees were responsible for the puppy’s
accident since they were likely attracted to the water in the neighbor’s pool. She
added, though, that Reid’s bees were very calm and well taken care off.

“The bees were, I would say, pretty docile,” Ruppert said.

Both the neighbor who filed the complaint and HOA president Kenneth Horn
refused to be interviewed when reached by the Observer.

NOTICE OF REMOVAL

Two weeks ago, the HOA told Reid she must remove the beehives as soon as possible.
A written notice says residents can’t raise or breed animals in the neighborhood.

Reid has requested a formal hearing that will take place on August 10 at the HOA
president’s house.

Already, Reid has moved her hives to the opposite side of her yard to try to appease
her neighbors.

“I want to be neighborly, I want to work with them,” Reid said.

She decided to wait until late July to move them so as not to disrupt their honey
production. In late summer, bee populations start to naturally wane as they prepare
to survive the colder seasons.

Moving the bees could potentially disrupt the hives, and Reid said that already
there’s a swarm of confused bees who have been unable to find their relocated
homes.

“It’s what I was concerned about in moving them,” she said.

BENEFITS OF BEEHIVES

Part of why Reid purchased the bees was for her garden.

“We’ve seen a major yield increase in our blueberries,” she said.

This year they’re expecting to harvest about 75 pounds of honey, some of which they
gift to friends and neighbors.

One of her neighbors says the bees have helped her garden as well.

“I’ve definitely seen an increase in the productivity of our yard since they’ve been
around,” said Lori Semel, who lives on Reid’s street.

Semel said Reid helped her catch a swarm of rogue bees next to her house that had
lost their queen.

“She (Reid) was here in ten minutes with her outfit — suited up and ready to go,”
Semel said.

While stuck at home during COVID-19, Reid said the bees brought great comfort to
her family through grieving losses on her husband’s side.

“I would sit, and I would watch those bees, and they just did their job,” Reid said.

CONFLICT WITH HOA

The hives have been about a $2,000 investment for Reid, an investment she says she
doesn’t want to lose if the bees need to be moved elsewhere.

She said she is trying to find alternative homes for the bees, but she wants to keep
them close enough so that they can still help pollinate her garden.

“I am trying on 52 fronts here to figure out a solution, and I’m just disappointed that
the HOA is just like ‘tough luck,’” Reid said.

If she is unable to find an alternate home for the bees, she is considering moving the
hives to the yard of a neighbor whose property isn’t in the HOA jurisdiction.

In that case, Reid says, the hives would be much closer to the property of the
neighbor who filed the HOA complaint.

She said, though, that she wants to find a “more workable solution.”

“I am a member of this community,” Reid said. “I pay HOA dues, the board
represents us too.”

MATTHEWS — A BEE CITY

In 2014, Matthews was designated as the fifth Bee City in the nation. From bee
statues to Matthews Elementary School’s bee mascot, passion for these pollinators is
heavily present in the town.

John Higdon, the mayor of Matthews, is a beekeeper himself. He also lives in a
neighborhood with an HOA and owns two beehives.

“As a beekeeper I can tell you that generally bees are very docile,” he said. “They’re
not going to fly up and sting somebody unless you basically stick your hand in the
hive.”

The city has several pollinator gardens as well that help support honeybees.

In North Carolina there are protections for local beehives.

The Honey Bee and Honey Act of 1977 declares it in the public interest to promote
and protect bees, especially for small beekeepers. It makes it illegal for counties to
pass laws that prohibit people from owning five or fewer hives.

Still, HOAs reserve the right to restrict personal beekeeping in their communities.
According to Matthew’s town attorney Charlie Buckley, a HOA can make more
restrictive rules than state law.

The population of honeybees across the nation has been declining. According to data
from the Bee Informed Partnership, North Carolina lost 30.7% of its reported bee
colonies this past winter.

“Most colonies of honeybees just can’t make it on their own,” Ruppert said.

This story was originally published August 2, 2021 8:17 AM.

RELATED STORIES FROM CHARLOTTE OBSERVER

%  COMMENTS  &

North Carolina HOA tells Dawn Reid that she can't raise backyard bees. BY KEILEN FRAZIER

-:-

This NC beekeeper says her hobby gives back to the community

Only have a minute? Listen instead
-06:14

Powered by Trinity Audio

TOP VIDEOS

$2 for 2 months
Subscribe for unlimited access to our website, app, eEdition
and more

CLAIM OFFER
PURPOSE AND SAFETY SUMMARY
Important Facts About Taltz® (tȯl-ts). It is a prescription
medicine also known as ixekizumab.
Taltz is an injectable medicine used to treat:

People six years of age and older with moderate to severe
plaque psoriasis who may benefit from taking injections or
pills (systemic therapy) or treatment using ultraviolet or UV

Bees fill one of the Reid family’s beehives at their home in Matthews on July 26, 2021. Susie Webb

Afternoon Observer
Everything you need to know about the day's news in
Charlotte, direct to your inbox Monday-Friday.

SIGN UP

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy
Policy and Terms of Service apply.

Enter Email Address

A bee statue stands at a pollinator garden in Matthews on July 26, 2021. Susie Webb

Learn more

Amazon Basics 16-Pack AA Rechargeabl…

$22.99
139,900

Add to Cart

LOCAL

4 tips for Charlotte home buyers
worried about student debt

JULY 29, 2021 6:00 AM

LOCAL

 The Plaza’s little family: What’s
behind the Giant Penny’s 30-year
success?
JULY 23, 2021 6:00 AM

ENTERTAINMENT

 Ace & TJ no longer will be on Hits
96.1 in Charlotte. Here’s what’s next
for them.
JULY 29, 2021 6:48 PM

POLITICS-GOVERNMENT

Hair means freedom: How a new
Charlotte law would empower people
with natural hair
JULY 30, 2021 11:35 AM

SUSIE WEBB

2 Comments Sort by 

Rick Meyer
So exactly what did these people think when looking over the house and yard to buy. Were the hives
hidden so they could not seem them. Honey bees RARELY sting unless they are attacked.
Like · Reply · 1 · 9w

Vincent Schaub
You can't have 180,000 bees in your yard. In spite of her bountiful blueberry harvest. They need to go.
Like · Reply · 9w

Facebook Comments Plugin

Newest

Add a comment...

NORTH CAROLINA

Negotiated energy bill advancing through
NC Senate
BY GARY D. ROBERTSON ASSOCIATED PRESS
OCTOBER 06, 2021 12:44 AM ! " # $

A bipartisan energy bill backed by Gov. Roy Cooper that targets scaling back greenhouse
gas emissions is advancing in the North Carolina legislature.
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Paul Reid (left) and Dawn Reid (right) lift a section of honeycomb out of the beehives at their home in
Matthews on July 26, 2021. SUSIE WEBB
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